	On the other hand, those who hold the organic point of view assume at the outset that adult education … is not merely "more of the same"; that is, an extension of something which the privileged already enjoy, but rather a new quality and a new dimension in education …, a right, a normal expectancy, and not charity. Its purpose is to do something for adults which cannot be achieved by conventional education.
—Lindeman, 1938b, p. 49
	

	

	


Despite technological advances in developed countries, universal literacy remains an immense problem, not only nationally, but worldwide [Error! Reference source not found.]. Declines in basic reading and language skills pose a serious challenge to the increasing need for a technically skilled labor force.   Many economically disadvantaged states have defined workforce training in high schools and community colleges as their top legislative priority for the next several years [].  The research described in this paper was motivated by the goal to impact workforce training in disadvantaged states through the development of an autonomous online training system that can adapt to the needs and abilities of the adult remedial learner.  Need for e-learning because….In addition, since these learners typically have deficiencies in basic literacy skills, e.g., both written and comprehensive, a cornerstone of the system would include a spoken language dialog capability that could monitors and adapts to a user’s learning styles and stress levels. There is a critical need for such technology since our local community colleges cannot train an adequate skilled labor force for this state using human instruction – they simply don’t have the economic resources to make this happen. Development of such autonomous advanced technology is one potential solution, but such a system requires fundamental advances in dialog systems technology and speech recognition before it will be viable.  This paper reviews research in both 
